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Welcome to the September issue of 

soundeffects news. This issue marks 

the first birthday of the ASA’s two 

newest publications and is an opportunity 

to reflect on the year and to celebrate 

our publications’ success. There is a 

full report on the first volume (2014) of 

Sonography, the ASA’s peer reviewed 

journal, on page 16.

In this issue we bring you a full wrap up 

of the ASA2015 Perth conference, held 

earlier in the year. The photo spread 

on pages 8–11 depicts the mix of fun, 

professional networking and education 

across the three days. I spoke to many 

sonographers at the conference who 

were considering submitting articles to 

both Sonography and soundeffects news. 

Many of the conference presentations 

would transfer into great articles, 

so I encourage those sonographers 

to publish.

I’m delighted to profile two Board 

members in this issue: Erika Cavanagh 

is known to many members as an 

accomplished O&G sonographer, who 

has been involved with the ASA for some 

time, and Silvano Palladino is our newest 

Board Director, and as a non-sonographer 

with extensive healthcare experience, he 

is a great asset to the association. The 

ASA Board of Directors works very hard 

on ASA issues and governance, so it’s 

valuable for you all to ‘meet’ them and 

get to know a little more about their life 

beyond the ASA.

There have been numerous branch 

meetings and other CPD activities that 

you can read about on page 28.

In a feature article by Andrew Hewat from 

the Victorian Allied Health Professionals 

Association (VAHPA), you can read 

about  the significance of the Clause 11 

changes. The recognition in Victoria of 

sonographers as a separate profession is 

an important one for us all and hopefully 

other states will follow (see page 14).

If you scan paediatric patients in your 

department, you’ll be interested in 

the feature article on the Okee app 

(see page 24). Although this app was 

developed for use by the Royal Children’s 

Hospital in Melbourne, it would be useful 

for staff and patients everywhere. 

Happy first birthday, Sonography and 

soundeffects news!

Glenda McLean 

Editor 

editor@a-s-a.com.au

Apply today for a Postgraduate Certificate in 
Ultrasound-guided Musculoskeletal Interventions 
through the ASA.

In collaboration with the University of Essex (UK),  
the Australasian Sonographers Association is  
offering a Postgraduate Certificate in  
Ultrasound-guided Musculoskeletal Interventions.

The one-year course will commence in March 
2016 and comprise face-to-face and online  
learning modules.

The course is tailored for sonographers who have 
experience in the musculoskeletal field and are 
seeking accredited learning in the role of performing 
musculoskeletal injections.

To be eligible, applicants must:

 � have a minimum of two years’ postgraduate 
MSK experience 

 � be employed in a professional environment that 
enables completion of assessment (a mentor, 
legally prescribed medication and suitable 
ultrasound equipment are required).

There are only 20 course placements available. 
Applications are now open and will close early next year.

For more information, including course costs and how 
to apply, visit the ASA website.

For questions regarding the course, please contact  
Liz Barwell on +61 3 9552 0000 or learning@a-s-a.com.au

Want to advance your career in ultrasound-guided injections?

Interested in MSK ultrasound?

ultrasound- 
guided

interventions
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As President of the ASA, I am here 

to represent you and the sonography 

profession and guide the association 

towards achieving our strategic goals. 

With this in mind, I’m delighted that 

we will soon release the full version 

of our 2015–2020 Strategic Intent. It 

outlines in detail the work we will 

undertake in the next five years to lead 

our profession in delivering excellence 

in sonography and has been informed 

by our purpose and values, the combined 

expertise of the ASA Board, committees 

and staff, and an extensive consultation 

with our valued members and key 

partners. With our unique position and 

insight we are well placed to advance 

our goals. I thank our CEO, Dr Stephen 

Duns for leading the consultation and 

the ASA Board of Directors for their 

support and endorsement.

With three current directors’ terms 

expiring, we recently sought nominations 

for three general director positions on 

the ASA Board of Directors for 2015–17. 

Results of the new appointments will be 

reported at our Annual General Meeting 

in Sydney on 19 September 2015 and 

in e-mode and other communications 

following the AGM.

With the ASA recently granted 

charitable status, and now governed 

by the Australian Charities and Not-

for-profits Commission, the Board 

revised the Constitution at a Special 

General Meeting in May to reflect this 

change and address the current and 

future requirements of the organisation, 

including the recognition of technological 

advances that allow us to upgrade 

membership interactions, including 

applications and voting.

As many of you would know, the ASA 

has a long history of collaborating with 

the Australian Sonographer Accreditation 

Registry (ASAR) to ensure sonographers 

are appropriately skilled to provide 

quality diagnostic medical ultrasound. 

We recently identified opportunities for 

collaborating more closely with ASAR 

on a range of issues that will benefit the 

profession and deliver on our Strategic 

Intent, including a review of the practice 

standards for core, advanced, enhanced 

scope and point-of-care ultrasound, 

which builds on the ASA Competency 

Standards for the Entry Level 

Sonographer, the principal framework 

we produced in 2011 and used by ASAR 

to accredit sonographers in Australia. 

In line with our strategic priority of 

ensuring a robust regulatory and 

registration regime, we agree with ASAR 

that better regulation of the profession is 

significantly important. The ASA, through 

the National Alliance for Self-Regulating 

Health Practitioners (NASRHP), has 

been contributing to the development 

of a set of standards. Currently being 

considered by the Boards of NASRHP 

members, the ASA is glad to have in-

principle support from ASAR in working 

together to achieve this potential 

framework for better regulation of the 

sonography profession. 

In addition we have asked ASAR to 

consider increasing the minimum CPD 

points for accreditation from 40 to 60 per 

triennium. Our view is that all other allied 

health professions have this minimum, 

and it is a requirement for registration 

under AHPRA or NASRHP. ASAR is open 

and favourable to this change and willing 

to progress this with us.

We have also indicated to ASAR that we 

support a Master’s qualification as the 

desired entry level to the sonography 

profession. This will bring sonography 

into line with other allied health 

professions, such as audiology and 

speech pathology. 

In closing, I’d like to share my 

excitement about our new Speaker 

Development Program, which will 

begin in October. This initiative will 

encompass the mentoring and training 

of sonographers who want to develop 

skills in public speaking, webinar 

presenting and authoring. If offers a 

unique learning opportunity and is a 

great way for our members to advance 

their career and raise the profile of the 

sonography profession. 

Dr Ann Quinton, President 

president@a-s-a.com.au

president’s

message 
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ceo’s
report

With the 2015/16 membership year 

well underway, I’m excited to welcome 

our new members to the ASA and 

thank our continuing members for 

renewing. I’m pleased to see so many 

sonographers taking advantage of full 

year’s membership and enjoying our 

enhanced member value. Without doubt, 

a membership with the ASA compares 

more favourably than any other offer 

currently available to sonographers. 

As you know, the ASA strives to provide 

effective, flexible and diverse continuing 

professional development (CPD) 

activities to the sonography profession. 

It is vital to ensuring competent 

and contemporary best practice is 

implemented by all sonographers in 

their delivery of safe and effective 

services to the community. From 1 July 

this year, we introduced free CPD 

for all ASA members on a range of 

education and events, including Branch 

Education Meetings, live asawebinars, 

Masterclasses and Travelling Workshops. 

We are able to offer free CPD thanks 

to the forecast growth in membership 

and the generous support of our 

corporate partners Philips and Siemens. 

Highlighting their commitment to making 

education more freely available and 

to further advancing the profession, 

Philips is supporting our asawebinars, 

while from October Siemens will be 

supporting our Travelling Workshops 

and various Branch Education Meetings. 

As expected, registrations for events 

are filling up faster now, so it’s a good 

idea to regularly check the events 

section on our website and respond 

early to email reminders. 

Education pathways continue to be 

a strategic priority for the ASA. The 

ASA is delighted to be exploring 

the establishment of the Institute of 

Diagnostic Ultrasound (IDU), which will 
address the urgent need for advanced 
education programs for sonographers. 
The IDU will be a university-level higher 
education provider and not a Vocational 
Education and Training registered training 
organisation. In early 2016 we will be 
offering a Postgraduate Certificate – 
Ultrasound-guided Musculoskeletal 
Interventions to enable sonographers 
in Australia to perform MSK soft tissue 
injections. Run by the University of Essex 
(UK), the course will enable us to develop 
a critical mass of sonographers who can 
perform these procedures. The University 
of Essex is an ideal partner because they 
have highly experienced sonographer 
tutors who have been teaching these 
procedures for many years in the UK 
and who are involved with teaching at 
postgraduate level for the university. This 
will be a great way to expand the scope 
of practice of sonographers. 

Regulation of sonographers in 
Australia continues to be a hot 
topic. Since 2011 the ASA has been 
lobbying governments and other key 
stakeholders to advocate and influence 
robust regulation and registration 
of sonography, which guarantees 
patient safety whilst ensuring that 
any change is not overly burdensome 
for the profession. Unfortunately, the 
Commonwealth has indicated they are 
not going to include any additional 
professions on the National Registration 
and Accreditation Scheme in the 
immediate future. 

Concurrently the National Alliance for 
Self-Regulating Health Professions 
(NASRHP), chaired by the ASA, has 
developed a set of accreditation 
standards that could be used to accredit 
peak bodies of self-regulating health 
professions, such as the ASA, to regulate 

their respective practitioners. This model 
is proposed as a cost-effective and 
robust solution to nationally consistent 
regulation in Australia. Consultation 
has begun with other associations and 
Australian governments on this exciting 
alternative to professional regulation. 

As part of our continuing advocacy 
work we also submitted a response 
to the Commonwealth Department of 
Health’s consultation regulation impact 
statement, which is the first step towards 
significant changes to the regulation 
of Medicare funded ultrasound (and 
other diagnostic imaging modalities). 
A significant highlight is the request to 
amend current supervision requirements 
for musculoskeletal ultrasound to be 
in line with other Medicare funded 
ultrasound services, which means there 
would be no requirement for a radiologist 
to be present. Importantly, this is also 
supported by other key industry bodies, 
including the Royal Australian and 
New Zealand College of Radiologists 
(RANZCR) and the Australian Diagnostic 
Imaging Association (ADIA). This 
reflects the good relationships we 
have with our other diagnostic imaging 
colleagues and represents a major shift 
in increasing recognition and respect for 
the profession. 

For more information about these and 

other critical issues, see the Advocacy 

Alert on page 6. 

Dr Stephen Duns, Chief Executive Officer 

ceo@a-s-a.com.au



6 7soundeffects news ISSUE  3  2015

Clearer in black...
Coming soon

advocacy

alert
James Brooks-Dowsett 
ASA Policy and Advocacy

Regulation 

In June the ASA submitted a response 

to the Australian Commonwealth 

Department of Health’s Consultation 

Regulation Impact Statement: Improving 

the quality and safety of Medicare funded 

diagnostic imaging services through 

the enhancement of regulatory and 

accreditation requirements. 

The intent of this regulation impact 

statement is to review the existing 

requirements for the provision of 

Medicare eligible diagnostic imaging 

services and explore options for 

enhancing quality, reducing waste and 

minimising harm caused by inappropriate, 

unnecessary and suboptimal diagnostic 

imaging services in Australia.

A standout element of the ASA’s 

submission is seeking to have the current 

supervision requirements associated 

with Medicare rebated musculoskeletal 

ultrasound services amended to 

be aligned with the supervision 

requirements of other Medicare rebated 

ultrasound services. 

Preparation of the submission to 

the Commonwealth was done 

in collaboration with key industry 

stakeholders, including the Royal 

Australian and New Zealand College 

of Radiologists (RANZCR) and 

the Australian Diagnostic Imaging 

Association (ADIA). The ASA is delighted 

to welcome the support of both  

RANZCR and ADIA in advocating 

this change.

The ASA expects to be working closely 

with the Commonwealth, RANZCR, 

ADIA and other key industry stakeholders 

on this work for the rest of the year. 

This significant opportunity could see 

changes to the regulation of Medicare 

rebating ultrasound services as soon 

as the second half of 2016. If you would 

like to read the full submission, it can 

viewed by going to ‘submissions’ under 

‘the ASA’ tab on our website.

In New Zealand the Medical Radiation 

Technologists Board has released 

a paper on the key findings from the 

2014 Scopes of Practice Review. 

Of relevance to sonographers, one 

of the areas of focus for the MRTB 

over the next 12 to 18 months will 

be to determine the practising 

certificate requirements for practitioners 

working in non-clinical roles. The 

ASA looks forward to continuing 

to collaborate with and inform the 

MRTB throughout this work to ensure 

that sonographers are appropriately 

represented in these discussions. 

Sonographer award

In June we met with the NSW Health 

Services Union and ASUM to continue 

to seek a resolution to the two-tier pay 

structure that has been established for 

sonographers employed in NSW public 

health services. This situation is complex 

and there are many legislative barriers to 

any change to employment awards under 

the NSW legislature. 

This year the ASA has made a fresh 

commitment with the NSW Health 

Services Union and ASUM to address 

this important issue. We will continue 

to support this work advocating for a 

positive outcome in this challenging 

situation for all NSW sonographers. 

In stark contrast to this, the ASA 

welcomes the success the Victorian 

Allied Health Professionals Association 
(VAHPA) has had to have sonographers 
recognised as a discipline under 
the Victorian Public Health Sector 
(Health and Allied Services, Managers 
and Administrative Officers) 
Enterprise Agreement 2011– 2015, 
which sonographers are employed 
under in Victorian public health services. 
You can read more on this in the 
article Sonographers finally recognised 
in Victoria on page 14. 

Professional guidelines 

The ASA has begun significant work 

reviewing our existing professional 

guidelines and implementing new 

processes to ensure that Australian 

and New Zealand sonographers continue 

to be supported with contemporary 

and evidence-based advice that 

supports practice.

You will be notified through our regular 

alerts as new and updated professional 

guidelines become available. Please refer 

to the ASA website www.a-s-a.com.au 

to keep abreast of the latest ASA 

resources available. 

soundbite
Q. Why should I get insurance?

A. Most of the time when a claim is 

made there is no problem and any 

insurance claim is handled through 

the employer’s insurance policy. 

However, there are examples where 

the initial response from employers 

is to deny their own liability, and to 

deny responsibility and liability for 

the sonographer’s actions.
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ASA2015 Perth wrap up

ASA2015 Perth, the ASA’s 22nd 

Annual Conference, provided more 

than 600 delegates with an exceptional 

educational program encompassing 

the many aspects that contribute to 

the professional title of ‘sonographer’.

Our annual conference brings 

sonographers the unique opportunity 

to find out the latest developments in 

sonography and to interact  

with colleagues from across Australia 

and New Zealand. It is the largest 

educational event tailored specifically 

for sonographers across all streams 

and at all levels within Australasia.

With a diverse and talented line-up 

of speakers and an exciting and 

comprehensive program of plenary 

presentations and workshops, including 

a Cardiac Day program, ASA2015 Perth 

was a huge success. 

The ASA Welcome 

Reception, sponsored 

by Philips, the ASA 

Gala Dinner, sponsored 

by Toshiba, and 

the ASA Breakfast, 

sponsored by GE 

Healthcare, provided 

a great networking 

opportunity and a chance 

for everyone to catch up. 

The Awards of Excellence 

2015 were presented at 

the Awards of Excellence 

Breakfast, sponsored by 

Siemens. We congratulate Cain 

Brockley who was awarded 

the 2015 Pru Pratten Memorial 

Award (Sonographer of the Year).

Such a large and 

important event relies 

on the collaboration 

and cooperation of 

many people. Thank 

you to everyone who 

contributed to ASA2015 

Perth including:

 � Gail Crawford 

and Anna Graves 

(co-convenors) 

and the ASA2015 

Perth Convening 

Committee for all 

their hard work 

planning a great 

program

 � the talented faculty of presenters who 

gave their knowledge and time to 

ensure a diverse and relevant program 

that included international keynote 

speaker Dr Trish Chudleigh and 

keynote speakers Greg Lammers, 

Alison Lee-Tannock and Martin Necas

�   the event sponsors, whose 

support demonstrates a commitment 

to the medical sonography 

community and the positive 

progression of diagnostic medical 

imaging, particularly Platinum 

sponsors GE Healthcare, Philips, 

Siemens and Toshiba, for 

providing the equipment and 

application specialists

�   last but not least the 

delegates, without whom this 

conference could not occur. 

Your ongoing enthusiasm for 

knowledge and learning      

makes it a pleasure to 

provide such a valued 

conference each year.

asa P E R T H
2015

ASA2015 Perth 
prizewinners

The ASA congratulates the following 

presenters:

Best clinical presentation –  

sponsored by SKG Radiology 
Presenter: Graeme Basham 

Title of presentation: Stretching for 
sonographers

Best research presentation – sponsored 
by CQ University 
Presenter: Afrooz Najafzadeh 
Title of presentation: Maternal stress 
and preterm birth: biological and 
vascular mechanisms

Best proffered oral presentation – 

sponsored by Pacific Radiology 
Group 
Presenter: Kelly Victor 
Title of presentation: Echocardiography 
in the identification of pulmonary 
hypertension in sickle cell disease; a 
retrospective analysis

Best poster/case report prize – 

sponsored by SKG Radiology 
Presenter: Matthew Bell 
Title of presentation: Variation between 
automatic and manual caliper 
measurement of blood flow velocity in 
the carotid artery 

Best first time/student presentation – 
sponsored by Queensland University 
of Technology 
Presenter: Kudzai Chamunorwa 
Title of presentation: Thankful to 
be alive – arrhythmogenic right 
ventricular dysplasia

Best overall presentation  
Presenter: Kelly Victor

Scientific quiz winner 
Kristy Regnault

“As an ex anatomist, I found the conference to 
be quite inspiring. Networking was wonderful. 
The non-clinical stream was very valuable.”

“The MSK plenary program was excellent. I also learnt 
important points from the O&G plenary I attended. 
Workshops were well run and relevant to me in my work.”
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asa P E R T H
2015

Sponsorship

The ASA is grateful to the following 
companies for their support and 
contribution to the conference.

www.globalhealth.com.au 
International keynote sponsor

 
 
 
E-poster lounge sponsor 
www.choiceaccreditation services.com.au

 

Rural and Remote Sonographer 
Scholarship sponsor  
www.globaldiagnostics.com.au

 

Best Research Presentation sponsor  
www.cqu.edu.au

 

Best Proffered Oral Presentation 
www.pacificradiology.com.au 
http://pacificradiology.co.nz

 
Best First Time/ 
Student Presentation sponsor 
www.qut.edu.au

 

Best Clinical Presentation prize sponsor 
Best Poster/Case Report prize sponsor 
www.skg.com.au

We have designed a world-class program 
for ASA2016 Melbourne, the ASA’s 23rd 
Annual Conference at the Melbourne 
Convention and Exhibition Centre  
(13–15 May 2016). Our annual 
conference is the largest educational 
event tailored specifically for 
sonographers across all 
streams and at all levels 
within Australasia. ASA2016 
Melbourne is not to be 
missed. Keep your eye 
out for updates. 

Platinum sponsor 
ASA Breakfast sponsor 
www.gehealthcare.com.au

Platinum sponsor 
ASA Welcome Reception sponsor 
www.philips.com.au/healthcare

Platinum sponsor 
Cardiac Day sponsor 
Awards of Excellence sponsor 
www.healthcare.siemens.com

Platinum sponsor 
ASA Gala Dinner sponsor 
www.toshiba.com.au

Gold sponsor 
www.qhealthcare.com.au/ultrasounds

Silver sponsor 
www.business-insurance.aon.com.au

Silver sponsor 
www.capitalradiology.com.au

Silver sponsor 
www.healthcareimaging.com.au

“ Love that we had so many extra workshop tickets 
available. Was able to see almost everthing I wanted.”

“ Imaging or the bowel with Martin Necus – 
fantastic speaker and presentation, much more confident 
in my scannng of the bowel now.”
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ROLLING BANNER

asa speaker development program
providing the skills to take centre stage

The Australasian Sonographers Association (ASA) 
is now accepting applications for its Speaker 
Development Program. The program provides 
training for sonographers wanting to develop 
skills in public speaking, webinar presenting 
and authoring with the support of a mentor.

This exciting initiative begins in October 
and offers sonographers a unique learning 
opportunity. Developing these skills is 
a great way to advance your career and raise 
the profile of the sonography profession.

The program runs for 12 months and consists 
of mentoring, online training modules and 
opportunities to apply the skills learnt to real life 
presenting and writing situations within the ASA.

Trainee speakers/authors will be encouraged to 
participate in the ASA’s continuing professional 
development (CPD) program, which includes:

 � speaking at conferences, Branch  
Education Meetings, Travelling 
Workshops and live webinars, and

 � writing case reports and reviewing  
articles published in the ASA’s peer  
reviewed journal, Sonography.

Who should apply?

 � Sonographers wanting to develop skills 
in public speaking, webinar presenting  
and authoring.

 � Sonographers 
experienced 
in public 
speaking, webinar 
presenting and 
authoring who want to 
mentor other sonographers.

For further information, including eligibility criteria, visit the ASA website 
or contact Liz Barwell, Learning Solutions Designer, on +61 3 9552 0000 
or learning@a-s-a.com.au

Interested and want to know more?

asa award

winners

Rural and Remote Sonographer 
Scholarship

The ASA is committed to supporting 

sonographers living and working in 

rural and remote areas. The Rural and 

Remote Sonographers Scholarship 

provides support with registration to 

attend the ASA Annual Conference, 

an opportunity to publish research in 

Sonography and to present this research 

at the ASA Annual Conference. Thanks 

to Global Diagnostics for sponsoring 

this scholarship.

The three scholarships were presented 

this year to:

Margaretha Breytenbach

Kathryn Deed

Jill Muirhead

Margaretha 
Breytenbach
As a recipient of 

the ASA Rural 

and Remote 

Sonographer 

Scholarship for 2014, 

I had the privilege of attending the ASA 

conference in Perth during May 2015. It 

was wonderful to return to my home state 

of Western Australia after 3.5 years in 

Queensland and I enjoyed showing fellow 

conference delegates around the city.

The conference thoroughly exceeded 

my expectations in terms of both 

networking and learning. All workshops 

and sessions were well presented, 

informative and interactive. I was 

particularly impressed by the CEO, 

Stephen Dun’s common sense and 

straightforward approach to the 

future strategies of the profession, 

and thoroughly enjoyed the sense of 

humour Trish Chudleigh displayed in 

her presentation.

I would like to sincerely thank the ASA 

for the experience, one I would highly 

recommend, and I look forward to 

attending ASA conference in the future.

Kathryn Deed
I was privileged 

to have been 

awarded one of the 

Rural and Remote 

Sonographer 

Scholarships to 

attend ASA2015 Perth. Even though I 

have many years’ experience in medical 

sonography, I always learn something 

new at the ASA’s  conference.

The conference program was impressive 

and the highlights for me were the 

presentations by specialists in their field, 

locally and nationally, presenting from the 

referrer’s perspective. The international 

keynote speaker, Dr Trish Chudleigh, was 

very entertaining. As always, I added to 

my MSK imaging techniques thanks to 

presentations by ‘super’ sonographers 

Sean McPeake, Greg Lammers, Stephen 

Bird, Natalie Colley and Jan Mulholland, 

who were fantastic. I attended the 

research component of the program, 

which was also great. I’m grateful to 

all the specialist sonographers in their 

areas who shared their knowledge. 

The social functions were excellent 

and it was well worth it to socialise with 

colleagues old and new.  

Thank you to the ASA for awarding me 

the scholarship this year. I will be passing 

on knowledge to my colleagues in 

Far North Queensland who were unable 

to attend.

Jill Muirhead
As a recipient 

of an ASA Rural 

and Remote 

Sonographer 

Scholarship, 

I recently had 

the pleasure of attending the ASA2015 

Conference in Perth. It was my first time 

in Perth and I was very impressed with 

the city and surrounding area.

The ASA conference was fabulous, with 

a variety of subjects covered by the 

expert presenters. The event gave me 

a wonderful opportunity to network with 

other sonographers from Australia and 

New Zealand. I particularly enjoyed 

learning about the experiences of 

other sonographers working in remote 

locations in Australia.

The workshops were excellent and varied 

and provided opportunities to learn new 

skills and hone others. Having access 

to the latest ultrasound machines was 

invaluable and I was very grateful to 

the companies for their contribution 

to the conference.

Thank you ASA for the scholarship, 

which helped me to attend this 

conference. I have gained a great 

deal to take back and share with 

my colleagues.

Student award winners

Isla Lukas
I am a student 

award winner 2014 

and attended the 

ASA2015 Perth 

conference.

asa award

winners

I have been working at Cairns Base 

Hospital, QLD as a radiographer/

sonographer for four years. I completed 

my sonographer qualification graduating 

from UniSA in 2014. 

Laura Lukic
I work for South 

Australian Medical 

Imaging at the 

Women’s and 

Children’s Hospital 

campus in Adelaide. The 2014 ASA 

conference, held in Adelaide, was my 

first sonography conference, and the 

ASA team encouraged me to be involved 

and present on paediatric sonography. 

As a tertiary referral centre, we image  

a huge range of pathologies relating 

to the bowel and lower abdomen. My 

interest in paediatric gut sonography 

prompted my conference presentation 

titled The guts of gut sonography, which 

highlighted the myriad gut-related 

pathologies in children presenting with 

abdominal pain. I was also fortunate 

to run a paediatric renal workshop 

demonstrating the importance of 

transducer selection, the value of the 

prone view and patience! I enjoyed 

the practical information from the 

presentations and workshops and look 

forward to being involved again. Thank 

you to the ASA for the student award and 

your support and encouragement in my 

continual learning.
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Andrew Hewat,  
VAHPA Assistant Secretary

Sonographers finally  
recognised in Victoria

feature

article

Sonographers are health professionals. Their focus is on 

their patients and their profession … where it should be. 

The terms and conditions of their employment are often a 

secondary consideration. Nonetheless, pay and conditions 

are important considerations that can greatly affect their 

career path and lifestyle.

In 2013 the NSW Ministry of Health calved off any 

sonographers who were not from a radiation background 

and put them onto the Cardiac Award.

The implications of this were that a large group of sonographers 

were separated industrially from their colleagues and subjected 

to different rates of pay and conditions. Basically, under the 

Cardiac Award, these sonographers would be paid less. Alarm 

bells started ringing. 

In the scheme of things sonography is a relatively new 

discipline, largely born out of the main imaging stream of 

radiography. It follows that traditionally most sonographers 

were primarily radiographers who undertook advanced 

training and study. But the application of sonography 

continually expanded, the workforce grew, the professional 

association was established (ASA) and the backgrounds of 

new sonographers became more disparate. We now have a 

range of specialised sonography disciplines with a variety of 

undergraduate qualifications and, potentially, undergraduate 

sonographers with no other qualifications at all.

On the back of the 2013 NSW decision, and seeking improved 

industrial recognition for the profession, the Victorian Allied 

Health Professionals Association (VAHPA), the state branch 

of the union that covers sonographers, undertook to have a 

distinct classification created recognising sonographers in their 

own right in Victoria. 

When the VAHPA took over control of the Victorian  

branch of the union in 2012, they inherited the unresolved 

Clause 11 Variation of the Enterprise Agreement 2011–2015, 

the industrial instrument governing the conditions of medical 

imaging professionals. After protracted negotiations, led in 

part by an accredited and practising sonographer on the 

VAHPA management team, agreement was reached. Included 

in the terms of this agreement, the VAHPA secured a variation 

creating for the first time in the public sector a distinct 

classification recognising sonographers in their own right.

The implications of this are significant. What occurred in 

NSW cannot now occur in Victoria. Sonographers now exist 

in the industrial framework, providing a degree of protection 

and security around pay and conditions. Importantly, the 

standard for achieving pay scales is linked to the Australian 

Sonographer Accreditation Registry (ASAR). This means that 

graduating sonographers no longer need to plead, fight and 

beg for recognition at the appropriate pay points. Rather, a 

qualified sonographer in Victoria now goes straight to Grade 3. 

Recognition of your qualifications by the ASAR, rather than 

by your manager, controls the career progression. This long 

overdue recognition is a major step for the profession of 

sonography and demonstrates the need for strong industrial 

as well as professional representation.

The VAHPA will continue to fight for better pay and conditions 

commensurate with the level of training, education and 

responsibility that sonographers deserve. As pressure on the 

health sector continues to increase with population growth and 

the ageing population, sonographers need to engage at both a 

professional and industrial level. This is best done through your 

professional association – the ASA and your union – in Victoria 

it’s the VAHPA (in other states search for the relevant branch of 

the Health Services Union). 

This is the clause from the Victorian Public Health Sector  

(Health Professionals, Health And Allied Services, Managers & 

Administrative Officers) Enterprise Agreement 2011–2015:

1.18 Sonographer

1.18.1 Student Sonographer Grade 1
An Employee who has obtained a Bachelor of Applied Science 

(Medical Radiations) or its equivalent, and is undertaking a 

degree or postgraduate qualification in sonography recognised 

by the Australian Sonographer Accreditation Registry (ASAR) in 

one or more of the following specialties: 

 � cardiac sonography,

 � general sonography,

 � vascular sonography; or

 � any other type of sonography

and has been admitted to the Register of Accredited 

Student Sonographers by the Australian Sonographer 

Accreditation Registry.

1.18.2 Trainee Sonographer Grade 2 
An Employee who has successfully completed at least half of a 

postgraduate degree or qualification in sonography recognised 

by the Australian Sonographer Accreditation Registry (ASAR), 

and has completed 12 calendar months clinical experience.

1.18.3 Sonographer Grade 3
An Employee who has successfully completed a degree 

or postgraduate qualification in sonography recognised by 

the Australian Sonographer Accreditation Registry (ASAR) 

and is  eligible for admission to the Register of Accredited 

Medical Sonographers by the Australian Sonographer 

Accreditation Registry.

1.18.4 Sonographer Grade 4
A sonographer in a large or multi-campus department, who is 

required to undertake significant educational, administrative 

and managerial responsibilities, that is at a supervisory level. 

1.18.5 Sonographer Grade 4, Tutor
A sonographer in a large or multi-campus department, who is 

required to undertake significant educational, administrative 

and managerial responsibilities, is at a supervisory level, and 

whose other responsibilities include management of the 

department’s clinical teaching or research program, or quality 

assurance program. 

1.18.6 Medical Imaging Technologists undertaking a 
postgraduate sonography qualification  
An Employee who is classified or is eligible to be classified 

as a Medical Imaging Technologist under this Agreement 

who commences a postgraduate sonography qualification 

shall continue to be classified and paid as a Medical Imaging 

Technologist under this Agreement until they have completed 

their postgraduate sonography qualification, except where they 

would be entitled to a higher rate of pay under a sonography 

classification, in which case they will be classified and paid as 

a sonographer under this Agreement. Once the Employee has 

completed their Postgraduate Sonography qualification, they will 

be classified at and paid no less than as a Sonography Grade 3.

1.18.7 Higher Qualifications Allowance  
A postgraduate sonography qualification is an additional 

postgraduate qualification for the purpose of Clause 30.4 and 

shall attract the Higher Qualifications Allowance, for those 

Employees who have as a base qualification a Bachelor of 

Applied Science (Medical Radiations), or equivalent base 

qualification accepted by an Employer.

A sonographer who received the Higher Qualification Allowance in 

clause 30.4 prior to the approval of the variation to the Agreement 

will continue to receive the Higher Qualification Allowance.

feature

article
Sonographers finally  recognised in Victoria

Anthony D’Amore, a sonographer and member on the Committee of 
Management of VAHPA

Andrew Hewat is a long-standing member of the ASA. 
He is currently the Assistant Secretary of the Victorian 
Health Professionals Association (VAHPA) and practises 
sonography part time at Barwon Health, Victoria, Australia.
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Sonography journal: 
volume 1, 2014

The ASA’s scientific, educational, 

peer reviewed journal 

Sonography was launched 

in September 2014. As part 

of the ASA’s commitment 

to support and promote 

research that contributes to 

the sonography profession’s 

body of knowledge, work began 

much earlier. This included the appointment of an editor-

in-chief, the establishment of an editorial board, securing a 

publisher, encouraging and receiving manuscript submissions 

and working on the design and layout elements. To date, over 

50 sonographers and others have registered and been involved 

in peer reviewing articles.

Sonography is published quarterly. The first volume of the 

journal comprised two issues – September and December 

2014 – and a total of 14 articles. With both online and print 

versions, the journal has been made available to ASA members, 

as well as the wider international ultrasound community. 

International online exposure

There were a total of 1888 full-text article downloads from Wiley 

Online Library in the first six months of the journal’s publication. 

The most downloaded articles are displayed in Table 1. With 

articles being downloaded all over the world, this early global 

readership of the journal is encouraging.

Time from submission to publication

The content management of the journal is displayed in Table 2. 

The first issues of the journal took an average of 42 days from 

Rank Author (s) Article Title Vol:Iss No. of accesses

1 Bloomfield, S Venous anomalies of the fetal heart 1:1 538

2 Allcorn, T Pelvic insufficiency: a deeper look at female and male gonadal vein incompetence 1:1 345

3 – Continuing professional development (CPD) test 1:1 217

4 Cartwright, L A sonographer’s guide to the assessment of heart disease 1:1 217

5 McLean, G Editorial 1:1 179

6 Sirlyn, Q Pigmented villonodular synovitis 1:1 132

7 Flavel, C Brachial plexopathy: aberrant fifth cervical nerve root in conjunction with traction injury 1:1 103

Vol: Issue 1:1 1:2

Cover month September 2014 December 2014

Print publication date 16 September 2014 5 December 2014

Online publication date 9 September 2014 3 December 2014

Number of pages 34 29

Number of articles 7 7

Average days from acceptance to receipt at Wiley 37 3

Average days from receipt at Wiley to EarlyView publication – 42

Average days from receipt at Wiley to online issue publication 84 75

Average days from receipt at Wiley to print publication 91 77

Sonography volume 1

2014 report

receipt to online publication, and 84 days to printed publication. 

Authors are generally keen for their work to be published 

quickly and the journal aims to have an efficient but rigorous 

review process. 

Content alerts

Content alerts are available and some readers have opted 

to receive automatic alerts from the journal when new content 

is available on Wiley Online Library. To activate this feature, 

members should click on the tag indicated in Figure 1 on 

the Sonography homepage.

Reading options

Articles can be read online using conventional HTML or PDF; 

or by accessing the Enhanced HTML Article format; or the 

ReadCube-enhanced PDF, both of which include additions to 

the base article providing improved readability and functionality 

of Sonography articles. ReadCube’s technology takes the 

functional capabilities of HTML – such as inline reference 

links, figure browsing, one-click author search, related articles 

and annotation/highlighting tools – and applies them to the 

traditional PDF, generating a hybrid document that gives depth 

to a previously flat experience (Figure 2). Coming soon in 2015 

is the Sonography IOS and Android app (Figure 3). This will 

provide easy reading when on the go.

Fig 1. Content alerts can be activated by clicking on the circled journal tool

Glenda McLean,  
Editor

Sonography volume 1

2014 report

VOLUME 1, ISSUE 1, SEPTEMBER 2014

Venous anomalies of the fetal heart
Pelvic insufficiency: a deeper look at female 
 and male gonadal vein incompetence
Pigmented villonodular synovitis (PVNS) 
Brachial plexopathy
A sonographer’s guide to the assessment of 
 heart disease

THE JOURNAL OF THE AUSTRALASIAN SONOGRAPHERS ASSOCIATION

www.a-s-a.com.au

Table 1. Sonography – most downloaded articles from Volume 1, 2014 (at April 2015) 

Table 2. Publication schedule of Sonography 2014 (Volume 1)

Fig 2. The ReadCube-enhanced PDF
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Sonography volume 1

2014 report

Services for authors and reviewers

Authors and reviewers should visit Wiley Author Services – 

a collection of tools and services designed to help authors 

in the publishing process. This includes help with English 

language editing if required. A new Reviewer Resource Centre 

includes a webinar and guides on how to perform a peer 

review and advice on the peer review process. 

Submissions

Authors are encouraged to submit their work for publication 

in Sonography. Manuscripts on all aspects of sonography 

and medical ultrasound are encouraged and may take the 

form of original articles, review articles, case reports and 

series, resource reviews, commentary, letters to the editor and 

education articles outlining new techniques and equipment. All 

manuscripts are to be submitted and processed online. 

To submit your manuscript to Sonography you will need to 

create an account on the ScholarOne manuscript website 

and follow the instructions to upload the article and images.  

www.mc.manuscriptcentral.com/sono.

To view the author guidelines for Sonography, visit the  

Wiley Online Library website. These guidelines will assist  

you to prepare your manuscript – 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/sono.v2.S1/issuetoc

Answers for life.

www.healthcare.siemens.com.au/ultrasound

The only ultrasound systems to bring high definition imaging  
from patient to display.

When people’s lives depend on getting the right diagnosis, you need the confidence that you can  
distinguish the subtlest of lesions even in the most difficult to image patient. Our HELX technology 
provides you with High Definition Imaging from the patient to the display, starting with our high 
density probes, linking to our fully digital hardware and then displaying on our High definition moni-
tor (50% more pixel’s than the standard display) enabling you to see more.

Workflow has evolved to optimise your exam time and improve your ease of use.  

Visit us at our Siemens booth and ask us how. We look forward to seeing you at SIG 2015!

Scan the QR code on the right with your mobile phone to access more information on HELX.
Alternatively, please visit http://www.healthcare.siemens.com.au/ultrasound/acuson-s-family-helx. 

 
HELX Technology – See More in HD

Fig 3a. The iPad Sonography app Fig 3b. The mobile phone Sonography app

THE JOURNAL OF THE AUSTRALASIAN SONOGRAPHERS ASSOCIATION
SONOGRAPHY
call for papers

Aims and scope
Sonography is an international peer reviewed journal and accepts 
manuscripts on all aspects of sonography and medical ultrasound.  
It is the official journal of the Australasian Sonographers Association 
(ASA) and is published quarterly.

What to publish?
Sonography invites the submissions of articles relating to the profession 
of sonography from all the disciplines of the field.

Getting started ...

Visit the ASA website at www.a-s-a.com.au to view the author 
guidelines. All new manuscripts are submitted and processed online. To 
submit your manuscript, create an account via ScholarOne website and 
follow the instructions to upload: http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/sono.

Further information can be obtained from:
Glenda McLean – Editor
E: editor@a-s-a.com.au 
P: +61 3 9552 0000
For author guidelines on writing and  
referencing visit www.a-s-a.com.au
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Located: Hamilton, New Zealand 

Background: Scanning since 1980, Andrea has a Diploma 

in Medical Ultrasound, a postgraduate diploma from 

Queensland University of Technology and a Master’s 

Degree in Management.

How long have you been in the PD-asa program? 
Since March 2014.

What is the best feature of the PD-asa program?
The automatic logging of CPD points and CPD reminders.

What CPD activities do you perform through your 
triennium?
Mainly asawebinars and workshops.

What is your favourite CPD activity and why?
asawebinars because they are easy to access.

What problems does PD-asa solve for you?
It keeps me up to date!

Located: QLD, Australia 
Background: Erika holds a Graduate 
Diploma of Applied Science (Medical 
Ultrasound) and a Bachelor of 
Applied Science in Medical Radiation 
Technology (Diagnostic Imaging) from 
Queensland University of Technology. 
For the past nine years, Erika has been 
the Chief Sonographer at the Royal 
Prince Alfred Hospital in Sydney. 

How long have you been in the  
PD-asa program?
Since 2007.

What is the best feature of the  
PD-asa program?
Not having to keep track of my CPD 
activities. Because I do most of my 
learning through ASA education, my 
points are automatically logged and 
recorded with PD-asa.

What CPD activities do you perform 
through your triennium?
My activities mostly revolve around 
Board and Sonographer Advancement 

Working Party (SAWP) meetings, and 
attending the conference and SIG 
Symposium. However, I have given 
many talks for branch meetings, 
attended Branch Education Meetings, 
attended asawebinars, written pieces 
for soundeffects and completed online 

CPD tests.

What is your favourite CPD activity 
and why?
Attending the ASA Annual Conference 

and SIG Symposium. I love the 

diversity of speaker expertise. I really 

enjoy learning from people who are so 

obviously passionate about their area 

of sonography.

What problems does PD-asa solve 
for you?
PD-asa is the obvious choice for me 

since I do most of my professional 

development activities through the 

ASA, particularly now that most CPD 

activities are free. It takes the work 

out of recording my CPD activities.  

I know that if I get audited, I can 
rely on PD-asa to have all my points 
logged for me.

What is the one thing we should 
never stop doing?
We should never stop having a CPD 
Program Coordinator who is so  
switched on when it comes to 
professional education, record keeping 
and auditing, and managing people’s 
queries regarding CPD.

What is the one thing we should start 
doing?
Requiring PD-asa participants to 
acquire higher minimum CPD points 
per year to align with other registered 
health professionals.

How PD-asa makes life easier 
for you!
The ASA CPD program, PD-asa, simplifies 
the process of managing CPD – making life 
easier for sonographers. This tailored 
program provides personalised support 
to assist sonographers in fulfilling their 
accreditation requirements over a triennium.

PD-asa is free and exclusive to members 
of the ASA. With two pathways available – 
Essentials and Extension – you can 
choose the best path to suit your career.

With a range of CPD activities now free 
of charge for all members, it is a great 

time to join the PD-asa program and start 
enjoying all the benefits.

It’s the professional development program 
preferred by sonographers because:

 � it’s ASAR/NZMRTB approved, so you 

can maintain your accreditation

 � your record will be automatically updated 

when you complete ASA activities

 � you can manually log all non-ASA 

activities to ensure your CPD is 

managed securely from one location

 � a dedicated PD-asa Program 

Coordinator liaises directly with 

ASAR on your behalf, reducing your 
administrative burden

 � the PD-asa Program Coordinator works 
closely with participants who are audited, 
helping them through the process.

What do our valued members 
say about PD-asa?
We value all the feedback we receive 
from our PD-asa members. It helps 
us to make the program even better. 
Recently we spoke to a few members 
and asked them to reflect on their 
experience of PD-asa. Here’s what they 
had to say … 

Andrea Gibb

Erika Cavanagh

Quality 
ISO 9001

If you would like further information about PD-asa,  
or to join, please contact Vanessa Mumford, the PD-asa 
Program Coordinator at cpd@a-s-a.com.au or visit the 
ASA website at www.a-s-a.com.au.

PD-asa

report

Located: NSW, Australia 
Background: Tracey began her career 
as a radiographer more than 20 years 
ago. She has worked in most areas 
of ultrasound, including general and 
vascular, and holds a graduate diploma 
in both areas. Tracey has specialised in 
O&G ultrasound, working in a dedicated 
private practice in Wollongong, NSW, 
and holds a Master’s Degree in Medical 
Education from the University of Sydney.

How long have you been in the  
PD-asa program?
Since 2008.

What is the best feature of the  
PD-asa program?
Not having to personally log any points 
for ASA events.

What CPD activities do you perform 
through your triennium?
 � Attendance at local and national 
meetings, Travelling Workshops 
and asawebinars

 � Presenting at local and national 
meetings, Travelling Workshops, 
posters

 � Authoring peer and non-peer reviewed 
articles

 � Volunteering on ASA and ASAR 
committees

 � Peer reviewing articles for journals 
and some self-directed and web-
based activities.

What is your favourite CPD activity 
and why?
I love participating in the committees: 
it gives me the opportunity to meet 
and work with sonographers from all 
over the country who I would otherwise 
never have met!

What made you choose PD-asa?
PD-asa is one of the great member 

benefits of the ASA – it’s easy to use 

and minimises the hassle of logging 

points and dealing with audits.

What is the one thing we should 
never stop doing?
Assisting with the audit process.

What is the one thing we should start 
doing?
I think PD-asa has us well covered.

Tracey Harrington

PD-asa

report
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In this issue we talk to Silvano 
Palladino, External Director
I qualified as a medical scientist from 

Curtin University in 1980. It was actually 

the Western Australian Institute of 

Technology at the time! Since then, 

I’ve worked in laboratory medicine 

at most of Perth’s teaching hospitals, 

Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital, Royal 

Perth Rehabilitation Hospital, Princess 

Margaret Hospital and Royal Perth 

Hospital. I’ve held senior laboratory 

management positions since 1990 

and for the last six years I have been 

the Executive Director of PathWest 

Laboratory Medicine WA.

Throughout my career I have had a 

strong interest in the professional 

and workforce matters affecting the 

health sector. I’ve been fortunate to be 

involved in a number of professional 

and government bodies at both a state 

and national level that focused on these 

important matters. These roles have 

allowed me to advocate and contribute 

to improved outcomes in these areas.

As co-convenor of the Health Services 

Union Health Professionals Forum, I was 

able to collaborate with and coordinate a 

diverse group of allied health and health 

science professionals. The major role of 

this group was to identify and advance 

measures to address the important 

workforce issues facing WA’s health 

professional workforce.

I’ve spent a number of years on the 

National Executive and Council of the 

Australian Society for Microbiology (ASM) 

and was the inaugural Chair of the ASM’s 

Workforce Standing Committee. The 

ASM has a similar role and strategic 

objective as the ASA. I am also a 

Foundation Fellow of the Royal College 

of Pathologists of Australasia’s Faculty 

of Science and was a member of the 

Faculty’s Foundation Committee. In this 

role I contributed to the establishment 

and development of the faculty and its 

curriculum for its Fellowship program.  

I have also held academic positions as 

an Adjunct Associate Professor in the 

University of Western Australia’s Faculty 

of Medicine and in the University of Notre 

Dame’s College of Health Sciences. 

I have been involved in the development 

and teaching of undergraduate units at 

the University of Notre Dame as well 

as the development of a Postgraduate 

Master’s program at the University of 

Western Australia’s School of Pathology 

and Laboratory Medicine.

Why is being on the ASA Board 
important to you
I believe my background in pathology, 

a different but related area in healthcare, 

is providing a useful and diverse 

perspective to the ASA Board. Both 

sonography and pathology are primarily 

diagnostic disciplines that work closely 

with medical practitioners to effectively 

deliver their essential services to 

patients. The professional opportunities 

and obstacles that face sonographers 

in Australasia are similar to those facing 

other health professionals but especially 

resonate with those I have experienced 

in the pathology industry. I believe 

that my extensive experience in other 

professional associations, federal and 

state government committees, university 

advisory committees and committees 

of state industrial associations has 

provided me with a diverse set of 

skills and knowledge to add to that 

of the ASA Board.  I look forward to 

applying those skills to contribute to 

the ASA Board’s efforts to achieve 

enhanced outcomes for sonographers 

in Australasia.

What does your current job involve?
I am currently the Executive Director 

of PathWest Laboratory Medicine WA. 

PathWest is the provider of public 

Laboratory Medicine and Forensic 

Medicine Services across Western 

Australia. It employs approximately 

2,000 staff and has laboratories at each 

of Perth’s six main teaching hospitals 

as well as 26 branch laboratories and 

over 50 collection centres throughout 

regional and metropolitan Western 

Australia. PathWest is also heavily 

involved in research and teaching 

activities.

What are you passionate about?
If passionate means being irrational, 

overly emotional, one-eyed and vocal 

then I’m passionate about the Fremantle 

Football (AFL) Club. I also think it’s 

getting worse!

Who are three people you would like 
to have dinner with?
Leonardo da Vinci, Billy Connelly and 

William Shakespeare.

Silvano Palladino

person

profile

Favourite movie?
I watch a lot of movies, so that’s like 

asking me to name my favourite child! 

I only have two children but will have a 

go at my top half-dozen movies. In no 

particular order:

Forrest Gump 

The Green Mile 

The Lord of the Rings trilogy  

The Godfather 

Field of Dreams 

The Castle

Favourite place you have travelled to?
That’s difficult to answer because I’ve 

enjoyed most everywhere I’ve been.  

If I could only ever holiday again in 

one place then I’d probably pick the 

French countryside, either the Loire 

Valley or Provence.

Place you would like to travel to?
I don’t accept that the world is getting 

smaller as I seem to want to visit more 

places the more I travel. I enjoy skiing 

and would love to go to one of the 

ski fields in the US Rocky Mountains. 

I also haven’t seen much of Eastern 

Europe – Berlin and St Petersburg 

are high on my list.

What do you do to relax?
Indoors it’s either a good book or movie. 

However, if it’s possible to have an 

invigorating relaxation, then it’s getting 

the kayak out onto the Swan River on 

a glassy day, especially if I’m lucky to 

have the dolphins join me! 

Silvano Palladino person

profile

soundbite
Q. I would like to get involved in peer reviewing for the ASA journal Sonography. 
How do I register to become a reviewer? Is there any training available in how 
to review?

A. We encourage sonographers who would like to become peer reviewers to apply 
to be a part of the peer review panel. Please email Glenda McLean at editor@a-
s-a.com.au for an expression of interest document. We can provide you with 
some resources to guide you in reviewing articles for publication. Peer review is 
now eligible for CPD points under the ASAR and PD-asa CPD programs. 
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Okee – a world-first mobile app to 
reduce anxiety during medical imaging

feature

article

In March 2015 the Royal Children’s Hospital (RCH) in 

Melbourne launched a world-first app for children to help 

reduce anxiety and the need for anaesthesia during medical 

imaging procedures.

The free, game-based app, named Okee in Medical Imaging, 

is aimed at helping children aged four to eight years and their 

families prepare for a number of medical imaging procedures, 

including: ultrasound, X-ray, CT, MRI, nuclear medicine and 

fluoroscopy. 

Available on both Apple (IOS) and Android devices, the app 

is designed to reduce anticipatory fear of imaging procedures. 

This will help to ensure that children and parents attending 

imaging appointments are better equipped with the skills 

required for efficient and effective scans to be performed.

RCH educational play therapist, Siobhan Greene, who has 

worked with patients and families in the RCH Medical Imaging 

department, stated that research showed children who were 

prepared for their procedures coped better.

‘Medical imaging procedures often require children to perform 

simple skills such as holding their breath, keeping still or 

drinking a special fluid called contrast,’ Greene said.

‘By encouraging children to practise these skills with their 

families at home using a fun and engaging app, we can 

improve the patient’s experience when they arrive at hospital.’

The RCH Medical Imaging department performs over 84,000 
examinations each year. Sonographers and radiographers who 
work with children know that obtaining imaging on paediatric 
patients can, at times, be difficult. When young patients are 
anxious or upset it can take longer and may result in the 
need for sedation or for imaging to be cancelled. This can 
be frustrating and time-consuming for patients, families and 
referring clinicians. Additionally, there can be detrimental effects 
for children undergoing examinations if they do not understand 
what is happening. 

This led to the development of Okee in Medical Imaging. 
Cleverly designed to encourage exploration, the app can be 

broken down into several sections. The main element is Okee’s 
world, where patients can practise the requirements of different 
modalities via three training games and six imaging games. 

The training games include learning how to achieve breath 

holds, keeping still and the administration of contrast. 

These elements can be vital in allowing sonographers and 

radiographers to obtain accurate imaging in this age group. 

Each imaging mission highlights and reflects key stressors 

for paediatric patients undergoing imaging. The ultrasound 

game introduces the ultrasound gel, transducer and movement 

requirement to obtain an ultrasound image. The game 

encourages patients to perform an ultrasound on Okee the 

Octopus’s friend, Jellyfish. This allows patients to develop a 

sense of mastery and control, which can decrease anxiety, 

increase compliance and grow confidence in what could 

otherwise be an overwhelming and unfamiliar experience. 

At the end of the mission, children can choose to watch a 

short video of a patient undergoing an ultrasound at RCH, 

helping to link the fun and animated game with the reality 

of visiting the hospital. 

In addition to Okee’s world, a comprehensive guide to imaging 

is provided in child-friendly language, supporting parents to 

prepare their children appropriately prior to attending their 

appointment. Information is given on the duration of the 

procedure, appropriate clothing choices, frequently asked 

questions, as well as photography and tips for helping the 

appointment to go smoothly.

Lastly, general information about the hospital, including maps, 

telephone numbers and parking information, is also included for 

handy reference. 

While the application has been developed with imagery of RCH, 

the games and tools are applicable for any patients requiring 

ultrasounds in the wider sonographic community. 

Fiona Ramanauskas, CT Supervisor at RCH, has seen the app 

significantly reduce procedural anxiety and strengthen the 

Siobhan Greene

support patients and families receive from the department’s one 

dedicated play therapist.

‘The app aims to help families feel more comfortable and 

confident about the medical imaging experience. Clinical care 

will be improved by reducing delays, reducing sedation and 

general anaesthesia, and enhancing the quality of the images 

obtained thanks to children’s increased ability to keep still and 

calm,’ she said.

Sonographers and radiographers are also able to mirror the 

experience in the games with the experience when the patient 

is actually in the department. ‘Did you play the game? What 

do we need to do? We need to get some gel, don’t we? Well, 

this is the gel. It’s nice and warm. Let’s put some on, just like 

you did with Jellyfish!’ This helps to reinforce the concepts 

of mastery and control that help young patients to feel more 

comfortable with new experiences. 

The app also supports sonography and radiography staff 

who are new to working with paediatric patients. The language 

used throughout the app is developmentally appropriate 

and can be used by staff when explaining requirements to 

young patients. 

Cain Brockley, Chief Sonographer at RCH, says the use of 

play therapy has had a significant impact on the compliance 

of difficult patients having ultrasound at the RCH. ‘The 

therapists have improved the experience for the children, and 

consequently the quality and thoroughness of the examinations 

performed. Though a great asset, the play therapy team is a 

finite resource and therefore the introduction of the Okee app 

has been fantastic. Parents are able to work with their children 

prior to visiting the imaging department. We are already seeing 

the benefit with many previously non-compliant patients 

successfully completing their ultrasound examinations after 

using the Okee app.’

In order to encourage as many families as possible to use the 

app, the RCH Medical Imaging department now includes a link 

to the Okee website on all appointment letters. Families are 

able to download the app, as well as view some elements of 

the app content from their desktop. 

The app was developed collaboratively with the 

Medical Imaging department, Educational Play Therapy 

department and Educational Resource Centre at the Royal 

Children’s Hospital, along with digital agency Conduct. 

Funding was generously provided by the Royal Children’s 

Hospital Foundation. 

The free app is available for Apple and Android smartphones 

and tablets and can be downloaded via www.rch.org.au/okee

feature

article
Okee – a world-first mobile app to  

reduce anxiety during medical imaging



Picture Your Perfect Job.
Julie Warner Health provides specialist medical 
recruitment for health professionals and healthcare 
employers throughout Australia and New Zealand. 

Our consultants are recognised achievers in their 
own disciplines and offer expertise in a range 
of areas from support staff to senior executive 
placement for locum and permanent roles. 

 Ω Sonographers

 Ω Radiographers

 Ω Nuclear Medicine Technologists

 Ω Radiologists

Providing advice and assistance throughout your job 
search, to ensure a smooth transition between roles.

We take the hard work out of the Job Hunt!

Call Caroline or Cathy on 02 9957 1166 for more 
information. Or email: Caroline@jwhealth.com.au   
Cathy.dai@jwhealth.com.au

Visit our website: www.jwhealth.com.au
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Short bio
I qualified as a sonographer in 2003 and 
have worked in both private practice and 
public hospital settings. I was the chief 
sonographer at the Royal Prince Alfred 
(RPA) Hospital in Sydney for the last nine 
years and recently left that position and 
moved back to Brisbane. 

I have been an ASA member since 
2002 and served as the NSW Branch 
Committee chairperson from 2007 to 
2013. I have also been a member of the 
ASA Sonographer Advancement Working 
Party since 2013 and I was recently 
elected to the ASA Board of Directors. 
I completed a Graduate Certificate in 
Health Professional Education in 2011. 

With a keen interest in sonographer 
education and advanced practice, 
I spend much of my time training 
sonographers, registrars and fellows. 
My subspecialties include renal and 
liver transplant ultrasound, chronic liver 
disease and tertiary obstetric ultrasound. 
I regularly deliver presentations at 
conferences and Branch Education 
Meetings and I have authored two 
articles for soundeffects.

Why is being on the ASA Board 
important to you?
I am passionate about advancing and 
raising the profile of our profession. 
Sonographers are extremely highly 
skilled clinicians. The quality and 
outcome of our examinations has a 
tangible impact on the diagnosis and 
treatment of our patients.

I believe very strongly in high quality 
clinical education for Australasian 
sonographers. I also think that we 
need to strive for greater recognition 
of our expertise.

Being on the ASA Board of Directors 
allows me to collaborate with other 
experienced and highly skilled 
sonographers and work towards our 
common goal of advancing the profession 
to ensure the community has access to 
quality sonographic services.

What aspect of sonography has been 
most rewarding?
I have been lucky enough to work with 
some exceptionally talented sonography 
trainees over the last nine years in my 
position as Chief Sonographer at RPA 
Hospital. It’s rewarding to watch them 
strive to become better sonographers 
and receive recognition from medical 
staff for their efforts and good work in 
patient diagnosis and care. I can teach 
anyone to perform an ultrasound 
examination, but when I realise the trainee 
is learning to think like a clinician – that is 
extremely satisfying!

What about life outside work?
I have recently embarked on my next 
adventure – moving back to Brisbane 
with my husband to be closer to our 
families.

People who know me know that I 
have two fur-children: Henry and Millie. 
They are Facebook stars and are full 
of personality!

I love to travel. My absolute favourite 
holiday was three weeks in Japan in 
2009. The food, culture and extraordinary 
natural wonders in the mountains around 
Nagano were amazing in autumn. The 
next holiday will be to Koh Samui in 
Thailand for a wedding.

I am also a bit of a foodie. My husband 
and I love to go to all sorts of different 
restaurants and we both love to cook for 
our friends. We do a mean dinner party 
at the Cavanagh house!

Do you have any musical talent/
interest?
I’m not sure about talent, but I played 
flute, piano and baritone saxophone 
through my high school years. My 
parents were forever driving me to band 
practice as I was in about half a dozen 
concert, jazz and stage bands between 
Noosa (where I grew up) and Brisbane. 
I haven’t picked up an instrument in 
about 20 years and I do miss it. I think I 
would like to start learning piano again.

What do you do to relax?
I make sure I go to Pilates classes at least 
twice a week. As well as keeping me fit 
and well (in the physically demanding job 
we do as sonographers), it puts me in a 
good headspace and allows me to focus 
on something other than work. I also love 
to go to the beach. There is something 
energising about salt water.

Where would you like to travel? 
I love to travel, so any holiday is a good 
holiday. In the next few years I would 
like to travel to Scandinavia. I would also 
love to go to South America and the 
Galápagos Islands.

What is your favourite holiday spot?
In Australia, it’s Byron Bay. I love the 
beach and the cafes there.

What are you currently reading?
I am reading Leila’s Secret, written by 
an Iranian doctor who is now living in 
Australia. I’ve just finished How to do a 
liver transplant – stories from my surgical 
life, which is about a young female 
surgeon from Brisbane who has become 
one of the leading transplant surgeons 
in Australia.

The birth of a child can change a man forever. 
His relationship with his partner and his view of himself are permanently 

altered. So too is his status and his social obligations. Through forming 

fatherly relationships with their children, men contribute to the wellbeing 

of society. For many men these changes are welcome and enhance their 

emotional and psychological wellbeing. For some the inevitable stresses 

and adjustments of parenthood can overwhelm their coping ability, and as 

a result their mental health can suffer.

Society is lacking a way to identify expectant fathers in need and provide 

them with appropriate levels of support. The perinatal ultrasound scan 

is one time when the expectant father could be provided with information 

and support. Dr Sharmaine McKiernan and Dr Richard Fletcher from the 

Faculty of Health and Medicine at the University of Newcastle (NSW), are 

conducting an online questionnaire to provide them with a snapshot of the 

expectant father at the morphology scan.

You are invited to participate in the survey:

www.surveymonkey .com/r/expectantfather

Expectant fathers’ experience of the morphology scan

Erika Cavanagh

person

profile
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cpd

wrap up

April – June 2015

The second quarter of 2015 has been 

busy with the main event – our ASA2015 

Perth Annual Conference held in May. 

For those who couldn’t make it to Perth, 

here is a wrap up of the other education 

activities held.

Australia

Australian Capital Territory 
30 April 
ACT Branch Education Meeting,  

Universal Medical Imaging 

Acute paediatric abdomen, presented by 

Associate Professor Rajeev Jyoti

Northern Territory 
30 April 

Northern Territory Branch Education 

Meeting, Darwin Medical Imaging, Milner, 

A group viewing of recorded webinar 

provided by Toshiba and presented by 
Daniel Walkley, followed by a group 
discussion 

Queensland 
1 April 
Far North Queensland Branch Education 
Meeting, Cairns Hospital, Cairns, Use 
of ultrasound in arterio-venous fistulas, 
presented by Frank Grainer

28 April 
Queensland Branch Education Meeting, 
Lady Cilento Children’s Hospital, South 
Brisbane, Paediatric sonography, 
presented by Dr Umesh Shetty and 
Jennifer Dopheide, 
sponsored by Toshiba Australia

29 April 
Mackay Branch Education Meeting,  
CQ University, Mackay Campus, 
The fetal heart: what information do 

I get from routine views and how do 
I interpret them? presented by Ann 
Quinton with live scanning, sponsored by 

Philips Healthcare

3 June  

Gold Coast Branch Education Meeting, 

Australian Institute of Ultrasound, 

Broadbeach Waters, Uterine transplant, 

presented by Associate Professor 

Ash Hanafy

12 June 

Queensland Branch Education Meeting, 

The Ship Inn, South Bank, Interactive 

case study night with dinner, sponsored 

by Philips

16 June 

Townsville/North Queensland Branch 

Education Meeting, The Townsville 

Clinical School, Mater Campus 
Venous insufficiency – what the surgeon 
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wants, treatment options and techniques, 
presented by Dr Frank Quigley 

24 June 

Mackay Branch Education Meeting,  

Mackay Base Hospital, West Mackay,  

Ultrasound of the wrist with live scanning, 

presented by Heidi Croxson 

Western Australia 

7 April 

Western Australian Branch Education 

Meeting, Perth Radiological Clinic, 

Subiaco, The medial ankle, presented  

by Natalie Colley and Thumb ulnar 

collateral ligament (UCL) tear,  

presented by Ivana Scaife, sponsored  

by Philips Healthcare

29–31 May 

ASA2015 Perth Annual Conference, 

Perth Convention and Exhibition Centre, 

Celebrating the Sonographer,  

sponsored by GE Healthcare, Philips, 

Siemens, Toshiba, Samsung, Aon, 

Capital, Healthcare Imaging Service, 

Global Health Source, Choice 

Accreditation Services, Global 

Diagnostics, University Australia, Pacific 

Radiology, QUT and SKG

Victoria 

18 April 

Victoria Branch Education Meeting, 

St Vincent’s Hospital, Fitzroy, Image 

interpretation workshop with live 

scanning, presented by Jesslyn Murphy, 

Faye Temple, Kristy Thomas and 

Ramya Gunjur

20 June  

Victoria Branch Education Meeting,  

St Vincent’s Hospital, Fitzroy,  

20 week obstetric image recognition 

workshop: Cervix/placenta, presented by 

Andrea Materia; Brain/spine, presented 

by Braidy Davies; Abdominal/chest, 

presented by Silvana Mandarano; Fetal 

heart, presented by Catherine Harding

New South Wales 
14 April  

New South Wales Branch Education 

Meeting, Norman Nock Rooms, St 

Leonards, Ultrasound anatomy of the 

groin and inguinal region, presented by 

Dr John Read, sponsored by Siemens 

7 May  

Illawarra Branch Education Meeting, 

Wollongong Hospital, Wollongong, Great 

Expectations – what the specialists 

want, presented by Dr Hunter Watt, 

Dr Laurensia Villalba and Dr Stewart Birt

27 May  

New South Wales Branch – Sydney 

Imaging Group, Vigour Conference Room, 

Ryde, Cardiac interesting cases evening –  

with presentations from Liverpool and 

Blacktown Hospitals

20 June 

Dubbo Travelling Workshop, Dubbo Base 

Hospital, Dubbo, Renal and abdominal 

sonography, presented by Faye Temple

New Zealand

Wellington 
20 April 
Wellington Branch Education Meeting,  
Pacific Radiology, Wellington, What the 
hand therapist requires from imaging, 
presented by Doug Bryant, sponsored by 
Pacific Radiology

Online

28 April 
asawebinar – Pulmonary embolism 
and right heart function, presented 
by Diane Jackson 

cpd

wrap up
April – June 2015

ruralandremote 
sonographer 
scholarship

2016
Visit www.a-s-a.com.au or contact the  

ASA Office for more information

Apply now – Applications close  
Friday 9 October 2015
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ASA2015 Perth Safety Island

Bernie Mason and  
Sandy Chamberlain  
ASA Sonographer Health and 
Wellbeing Committee

wh&s

matters

20
14

/1
5

Sandy and I had a wonderful time at the 
ASA conference and we thank everyone 
who came to see us at the Safety Island. 
We also facilitated two workshops about 
the safety factors affecting sonographers 
in their everyday lives. 

We invited an open discussion and 
received some very helpful insights about 
difficulties people are experiencing in their 
workplaces. The most common discussion 
points were to do with the increasing 
BMI factor. Third trimester obstetrics 
examinations and mobile ultrasound 
examinations (ICU, CCU, ER) were 
highlighted as areas of particular concern.

The recommendations revolved around 
having two sonographers performing 
mobile ultrasounds, even in an on-call 
situation. When scanning these patients, 
the two sonographers could operate from 
both sides of the bed: one scanning and 
one imaging and annotating. Both would 
also be available to move the machine. 
It was said to be a common problem that 
as soon as the sonographers arrived, the 
nurses took their break or disappeared.

We spoke of segmenting long, difficult 
studies, be they in the department 
or other locations. Sonographers 

employed in private practice voiced their 
concern that the buddy system was 
not encouraged because it took two 
sonographers to do one study. What 
if you made use of a non-sonographer 
staff member to freeze the image for 
you? This could be a trainee, nurse or 
secretary, if you have them available. 
This would be a more effective use of 
time and resources and minimise the risk 
of injury to the sonographer. In multiple 
pregnancies, or very difficult cases, you 
could have one sonographer scan one 
fetus and another scan the second fetus.

We met with Andy Roberts from South 
Australia Health, who is undertaking 
a survey to help put a monetary value 
on the problem of injured sonographers 
in the workplace. What a truly insightful 
man he is! We discussed what the 
ASA and our committee have achieved 
over the years, and how our guidelines 
are now being implemented in many 
departments. 

The question from Andy that struck a 
chord with me was, ‘If you are scanning in 
that way, and have been for this long, and 
are not lowering the injury rate, why are 
you doing it?’ Well, Andy, we have been 
asking that for many a year now. The 

ergonomics of our equipment has been 
evolving, but our latest survey has 
shown only a small decrease in the rate 
of injury. So my question is the same 
as Andy’s. Just because we have been 
scanning in a particular way for the 
last 35 years, does not mean we have 
to keep doing it. Change your position 
while scanning, change to left-handed 
scanning for the left of the body, change 
the way you think about yourself as a 
valued worker, change your expectations 
of what we expect to achieve during our 
examinations and then maybe we will 
lower our injury rate and not have 89% 
of returned survey sonographers carrying 
between 1 and 5 painful strains or injuries 
every day. We definitely cannot support a 
25% career-ending injury rate any longer. 

If you have other comments or helpful 
hints about what works for you in the 
workplace, you can share them with us 
through the ASA discussion portal. We 
look forward to hearing from you.

Take care of yourselves and have a long 
and safe career.

Bernie & Sandy 
ASA Sonographer Health and Wellbeing 
Committee

Massages during the conference breaks were popular at the Safety Island WH&S SIG Committee members were on hand to discuss any issues.

asawebinars

To register, visit www.a-s-a.com.au

Learn in the comfort 
of your own home

30 Sept Advanced shoulder – Greg Lammers
21 Oct Elbow sonography – Brendan Goode
10 Nov Vascular sonography – Jacqui Robinson
26 Nov Cardiac sonography – Sarah West
9 Dec Paediatric hips – Glenda McLean

travelling workshops
bringing quality education to you

asamasterclass
facing challenges beyond clinical work

The ASA offers a range of non-clinical Masterclasses that provide you with the 
additional knowledge and skills to help you manage the challenges faced in the 
workplace. To register, visit www.a-s-a.com.au

 To find out more and register, visit www.a-s-a.com.au

10 Oct Delivering bad news –  
 Sydney

10 Oct Difficult patient  
 interactions – Sydney

17 Oct Delivering bad news –  
 Melbourne 

17 Oct Difficult patient  
 interactions – Melbourne

21 Nov Delivering bad news –  
 Brisbane 

21 Nov Difficult patient  
 interactions – Brisbane
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branch

reports

Australian Capital Territory 

Following the success of a women’s 

health education meeting in 2014, we 

held an Update in men’s health meeting 

on Saturday 14 February this year at 

the Australian National University (ANU) 

lecture theatre at the Canberra Hospital. 

Siemens kindly sponsored the well-

attended event. Sarah Colley of Siemens 

introduced sonographers to their wireless 

transducers and outlined their expertise 

in men’s health imaging. 

Faye Temple, Sonographer in Charge at 

St Vincent’s Hospital, Melbourne, drew 

on her extensive hospital experience to 

present on scrotal ultrasound, with an 

emphasis on normal variants, scrotal 

masses and testicular torsion. 

Dr Rohit Tamhane from Canberra 

Imaging Group presented on 

Radiological management of varicoceles. 

This provided an interventional 

radiologist’s perspective on the effects 

of varicoceles and the evolution of their 

treatment. Dr Tamhane also presented 

Imaging of the prostate. He highlighted 

the current limitations of prostate 

imaging and then wowed the attendees 

with upcoming imaging improvements, 

including MRI – ultrasound fusion 

technology for TRUS biopsies. 

Dr Meiri Robertson, Director of the Fetal 
Medicine Unit at The Canberra Hospital, 
and lecturer at ANU, spoke about pitfalls 
in prenatal gender determination. Dr 
Robertson’s presentation touched on 
a wide variety of moral and ethical 
dilemmas and highlighted the complex 
issues surrounding the often demanded 
obstetric ‘gender reveal’. 

The presentation that got the whole 
room talking was from radiology registrar, 

Dr Jatinder Shekhawat, who presented 
a case study on penile fracture.

Rounding off the meeting was genetic 

counsellor, Amanda Engel, from The 

Canberra Hospital. Back by popular 

demand, this time Amanda discussed 

the genetic aspects of prostate cancer. 

Attendees agreed she presented an 

interesting counterbalance to pathology-

driven ultrasound. 

Thanks to Siemens for supporting this 

terrific day and to Deb Paoletti and Jo 

Weir of The Canberra Hospital and the 

ACT Branch Committee for organising 

the event.

On Thursday 30 April local radiologist, 

Dr Rajeev Jyoti, presented The acute 

paediatric abdomen. The main focus 

was on diagnostic features of bowel 

pathologies, particularly Crohn’s disease. 

A variety of other pathologies of the 

paediatric abdomen, such as mesenteric 

adenitis and appendicitis, were also 

discussed. Thanks to Universal Medical 

Imaging for hosting the event. 

Lisa Hicks  

ACT Branch Committee

Auckland-Waikato 

Our first meeting for 2015 was in February 

and themed Blood is thicker than water. 

Our speakers enthralled and educated 

us in the management of DVTs, from 

both a radiological and haematological 

perspective, while providing insight 

into unexpected pathologies we may 

encounter along the way.

Dr Stephen Merrilees, consultant 

radiologist, presented a riveting overview 

of iliofemoral venous thrombosis, giving 

us an understanding of why we scan 

for it and the different interventional 

treatments for DVT.

Martyn James, clinical nurse specialist 

in haematology, had us spellbound 

with his presentation on how the 

differing safety profiles of novel oral 

anticoagulants (NOACs) influence the 

Dr Rajeev Jyoti

Debra Paoletti and Dr Rohit Tamhane

Mens’ health meeting

duration of anticoagulation for venous 

thromoembolism (VTE). There is a 

revolution in anticoagulants, with four 

new ones now available without needing 

to use warfarin. The ideal coagulant 

stops any new clots, treats existing 

clots and has an antidote, so its effect 

is reversible within minutes. Sobering 

figures were provided. From 30 to 50% 

of those with a proximal DVT have a 

pulmonary embolus, with 1:300 dying 

from a proximal DVT and 1:300 dying 

from the treatment. 

Sonographer Scott Allen provided the 
ultrasound MSK perspective to calf pain, 
exploring and providing scanning advice 
for calf muscular tears and Achilles 
tendon tears that are often associated 
with DVTs. Before scanning, he advises 
we have much to learn just from 
observing the patient. Look at their gait: 
is there normal plantar flexion? Compare 
both calves, heels and feet and palpate 
as well as using the calf squeeze test to 
see if the foot moves. 

Our highly appreciative 37 attendees 
found the three talks enlightening 
and of immense interest. We thank 
our presenters for their contribution 
to extending our knowledge and look 
forward to providing further edifying 
Branch Education Meetings during 2015. 

Thanks also to Horizon Radiology for 
providing the refreshments and venue. 
We are extremely grateful for their 
support of our branch. 

Julie Heaney 
Auckland-Waikato Branch Committee

New South Wales
In February, more than 70 sonographers 
attended St Vincent’s Hospital for the 
first NSW Branch Education Meeting 
of 2015. With a focus on obstetric and 

gynaecology ultrasound, the meeting 

was opened by Lou Fortus from GE 

Clinical Applications, who introduced 

GE’s latest high-end women’s imaging 

system, including the EM6C curved 

probe. A Voluson E10 was available 

to showcase the faster processing and 

innovative volume rendering, which 

results in extraordinary image quality.

Solange Obeid chaired the meeting. 

She introduced the first speaker, Delwyn 

Nichols, from Sydney Ultrasound for 

Women, who is a regular speaker at 

ASA meetings. Delwyn discussed the 

embryological development of the uterus 

and provided valuable tips on diagnosing 

the numerous variants. 

The second speaker was Marilena Pelosi, 

clinical midwife consultant for early 

pregnancy at the Royal Prince Alfred 

Hospital. Marilena gave us valuable 

insight into the role of the midwife in 

the Early Pregnancy Assessment Service, 

including the surgical and medical 

management of miscarriage, differential 

diagnoses of bleeding and pain, and 

ectopic pregnancy management.

Huge appreciation goes to both 

speakers, who answered questions after 

the session, and to GE for a great start 

to the year.

The April meeting, titled Ultrasound 

anatomy of the groin and inguinal region, 

was presented by Dr John Read. Dr 

Read is a musculoskeletal radiologist 

with a longstanding interest in high 

resolution ultrasound and imaging for 

groin pain. This presentation attracted 

97 registrants and was held at the 

Royal North Shore Hospital. Siemens 

generously provided their premium 

imaging platform, the HS3000 Helix 

system. The Helix is the only system 

iavailable that provides high definition 

imaging from patient to display. Thanks 

to model Ben Heaton and the Helix 

ultrasound system, Dr Read was able to 

demonstrate the anatomy live. Dr Read 

obtained superb images of the pubic 

symphysis and pubic aponeurotic plate 

using 18L6HD and 12L4 transducers. 

Thanks to the Siemens team who helped 

make the evening an enormous success 

and provided refreshments. 

It is with sadness that we say farewell 

to Erika Cavanagh, who recently left the 

committee to relocate to Queensland. 

Erika has been a very active member 

branch

reports

Marilena Pelosi, midwife

Delwyn Nichols

Dr John Read, MSK radiologist
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branch

reports

since 2006, taking on the role as 

chairperson for six years. The entire 

committee sends its gratitude and thanks 

to Erika for her extensive contribution.

After eight years, I am also stepping 
down from the committee. It has been 
an absolute pleasure to be involved at 
a state level. I will still participate in and 
enjoy the high quality Branch Education 
Meetings that I know are planned for 
the second half of 2015.

Welcome to new committee member, 
Sarah Skillen, from St Vincent’s Hospital, 
and to Quantum Health representative 
Fiona Mcnaught. Their involvement is 
greatly appreciated and the committee 
looks forward to working with them.

Look out for notices about upcoming NSW 
Branch Education Meetings. If you want 
to get more involved, please don’t hesitate 
to make contact nsw@a-s-a.com.au.

Simon Stanton, 
NSW Branch Committee

Queensland 
It has been a busy first half of the 

year for the Queensland Branch.  

On 14 March we held a one-day 

musculoskeletal seminar at The Prince 

Charles Hospital Education Centre 

in Chermside. This was our second 

interdisciplinary event, this time bringing 

sonography and physiotherapy professions 

together. It was very well received.

Speakers included Dr Navid Adib 

(a paediatrician with a special interest 

in rheumatology), Lisa Hackett 

(a sonographer with a special 

interest in musculoskeletal imaging) 

and physiotherapist Graeme Milne. 

Workshops included clinical evaluations 

from a physiotherapist’s point of view, 

as well as audience-led live scanning 

featuring a wide range of topics. Well 

done to all of our experts involved in 

the workshops: Lisa Hackett, Michelle 

Fenech, Kip Lim, Dr Loretta O’Sullivan-

Pippia, Sian Pugh, Lynda Carpenter, 

Chris Lewis and Graeme Milne. A big 

thank you to Siemens, Philips, Toshiba 

and GE for sponsoring this event and 

providing the ultrasound machines.

On 28 April we held a paediatric 

sonography education evening at the 

new Lady Cilento Children’s Hospital in 

South Brisbane. Sponsored by Toshiba, 

this event proved so popular that 

registrations were extended and a larger 

room was booked to accommodate 

the 100 registrants. The night kicked 

off with a tour of the Medical Imaging 

Department. Jennifer Dopheide (senior 

paediatric sonographer) then spoke 

about the paediatric abdomen. She 

covered pathology and scan techniques, 

and shared tricks and tips from her 

wealth of experience. Dr Umesh Shetty 

(consultant paediatric radiologist) 

wrapped up the evening with an 

entertaining presentation that included 

a variety of interesting cases. 

On 12 June we held our second annual 

interactive case study night at the Ship 

Inn, Southbank. It was a great social 

evening and included a two-course 

dinner. Cases were presented one by one, 

with images and clinical backgrounds 

provided, followed by questions on each 

case. There was also a ‘quick round’ of 

questions covering a range of ultrasound 

topics. Laughter and learning was 

enjoyed by all. A special thanks to Philips 

for sponsoring this crowd-pleasing event. 

We are excited about what we’ve got 

planned for the second half of the year 

and look forward to seeing you all there. 

Heather Allen 

Queensland Branch Committee 

From left to right: Gabriel Palangeanu from 
Toshiba, Dr Umesh Shetty, Jennifer Dopheide, 
Madonna Burnett (ASA Qld committee member), 
Tristan Reddan (ASA Qld committee member)

Jennifer Dopheide

Dr Umesh Shetty

Attendees at Queensland Branch paediatric 
education night at Lady Cilento Children’s 
Hospital in April

branch

reports

Victoria

The Victorian Branch has had a busy six 

months with a number of booked-out 

meetings held for its members. 

Beginning in March we hosted a 

paediatric renal night with Dr Nathalie 

Webb, Staff Specialist Paediatric 

Urologist at Monash Children’s Hospital 

and Cain Brockley, Chief Sonographer 

of the Royal Children’s Hospital 

Melbourne presenting. Dr Webb gave 

an extensive talk on pelvic dilatation and 

hydronephrosis. This was complemented 

by Cain’s presentation, which gave an 

overview into renal ultrasound of the 

older child and tackling the UTI. The 

night also included a live scanning 

component that was well received by all 

in attendance.

In April an image interpretation workshop 

was held with Faye Temple, Jesslyn 

Murphy, Kristy Thomas and Ramya 

Gunjur all presenting in their specialist 

areas. This workshop covered a range 

of ultrasound scans, including abdomen, 

small parts, vascular and breast. Each of 

the presenters presented a number 

of common and unique pathologies 

encountered in their specific areas, 

and with the group sizes limited to 15 

people, it allowed for plenty of interaction 

between the attendees and the presenters. 

In June we hosted a 20-week image 

recognition workshop, which proved to 

be very popular, reaching full capacity 

a few weeks out from the day. We were 

able to obtain a number of experienced 

presenters from specialist obstetric 

centres around Melbourne, including 

Andrea Materia, Braidy Davies, Silvana 

Mandarano and Catherine Harding. 

Each presenter covered a specific area 

of the morphology scan, including cervix/

placenta, brain/spine, abdomen/chest 

and the fetal heart. The presenters all 

received high praise on their content and 

knowledge from attendees that ranged 

from the beginner to advanced levels.

With the exciting announcement from 

the ASA of free CPD, for all members the 

Victorian Branch is continuing to organise 

an interesting and informative calendar 

for the forthcoming year. If you have any 

ideas/suggestions for future meetings that 

would interest you, please let us know! 

Kirsten Martin 

Victorian Branch Committee

Wellington 

Hello from windy Wellington. The first half 

of this year has flown by in a whirlwind of 

activity and it’s hard to believe we have 

only had two Branch Education Meetings. 

Towards the end of last year we had a 

high turnover of committee members 

and it has been difficult just finding times 

to have a well-attended planning meeting. 

We started the year with a meeting in 

March titled Pregnancy allsorts with 

guest speaker, Dr Jay Marlow, Head of 

the Wellington Maternal Fetal Medicine 

Unit. It was great to be taken through 

the what, when and why of high risk 

pregnancies, twin pregnancy protocols 

and their approach to cervical length. 

Jay is amazingly approachable and left 

everyone feeling that if they wanted 

follow-up on cases sent to MFMU, it 

was just an email away.

This was the largest meeting we have 

ever had, with some sonographers 

coming from other towns to attend, so 

now the committee will need to figure 

out what else draws a crowd!

Our second meeting in April was a 

presentation by Doug Bryant on what 

the hand therapist requires for imaging. 

Doug is the Director of Hand Rehab, 

a Wellington-based group of clinics 

dedicated to rehabilitation of hand and 

arm injuries, and chronic hand pain. 

This was a much smaller meeting, with 

great interaction between Doug and the 

sonographers about what he and his 

group need from us and what it is possible 

for us to provide for them. He also gave 

us some great tips for keeping our own 

hands and wrists safe from fatigue.

As a committee, we are still finding our 

feet and establishing a rhythm that works 

for us. We are committed to working out 

how we can best support our small and 

vastly spread out (for New Zealand) group 

of sonographers. I am sure we will have 

things running smoothly before long!

We have two more meetings planned 

for this year and we are eagerly awaiting 

the Travelling Workshops – the jewels 

in the crown for this year! We welcome 

all sonographers who attend our 

meetings and events and I encourage 

you all to meet your peers – networking 

is always helpful.

I would like to take this opportunity 

to thank Steve and Debs Mackintosh 

for their initial set-up of the Wellington 

Branch and their unwavering support 

and continuing advice. Maybe next 

year we will run a branch meeting or 

workshop in Palmerston North!

We are looking forward to great skiing 

weather and then a lovely summer full 

of educational treats!

Lynn McSweeney 

Wellington Branch Committee
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This issue’s case

This issue’s case is from a scan submitted 

by Tracey Harrington.

The patient was a 32-year-old G5P2  

with a history of three episodes of 

painless PV spotting.

What pathology is demonstrated?

reader

competition

Last issue’s case

Last issue’s case was from a scan 
submitted by Beth Cheung.

The patient was a 2-year-old male 
from a rural centre. He had a 12-hour 
history of intermittent, varying 
abdominal pain, vomiting, lethargy 
and a white cell count of 15. An 
abdominal X-ray was nonspecific.

The pathology demonstrated was an 
intussusception that was complicated 
by a Meckel’s diverticulum.

Correct answers were received from 
the following members: Lee-Anne 
Ning, Allison Holley and Gina Pope.

The new, approved 
insurance partner 
for members of the 
Australasian Sonographers 
Association. 

Contact Aon’s  
Health Team today 

1800 805 191
aon.com.au/asa
© 2015 Aon Risk Services Australia Ltd  
ABN 17 000 434 720  AFSL No. 241141

AAF0632A 0715
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Board of Directors
President: Ann Quinton  
president@a-s-a.com.au 
Vice President: Sarah Colley 
Directors: Erika Cavanagh, Tony Forshaw, 
Steve Mackintosh, Silvano Palladino, Tony 
Parmiter, Lars Schiphorst, Simon Stanton

Finance and Risk Committee
Lars Schiphorst (Chair), Stephen Duns, 
Ann Quinton, Sarah Colley, Tony Forshaw, 
Steve Mackintosh, Carolyn Todhunter 
(Secretariat)

Branch Committees
Alice Springs  
alice@a-s-a.com.au 
Co-chairs – Michaela Gumbley,  
Emily Smith, 
Committee – Carolyn Enthoven

Auckland-Waikato 

auckland@a-s-a.com.au 
Chairperson – Scott Allen 
Secretary – Kerrie Child 
soundeffects news reporter – Julie Heaney 
Committee – Rima Al-Odeh, Olwen 
Clarke, Andrea Gibb, Sheree Lloyd, 
Marion Raeffaelli, Yvonne Taylor

Australian Capital Territory 

act@a-s-a.com.au 

Chairperson – Debra Paoletti 

Vice Chairperson – Maisie Graham 

Secretary – Deborah Carmody 

Treasurer – Joanne Weir 

soundeffects news reporter – Lisa Hicks 

Committee – Les Burgess, Sue 

Caitcheon, Tegan Ingold, Sabrina 

Zawartko 

Student member – Jennifer Gorton

Cardiac 
cardiac@a-s-a.com.au 

Richard Allwood, Luke Cartwright, Julie-

Ann Craig, Tony Forshaw, Holly Kapitz, 

Diane Jackson, Rebecca Perry

Darling Downs 
toowoomba@a-s-a.com.au 
Chairperson – Kelly Campion 
Committee – Kristine Lawless

Far North Queensland  
fnq@a-s-a.com.au  
Chairperson – Kath Deed 
Treasurer – Lee Williams 
Committee – Sharlyn Ellis, Marnie Leighton

Gippsland  
gippsland@a-s-a.com.au 
Chairperson – Julie Rosato 
soundeffects news reporter – Nerrida 
Robinson 
Committee – Tania Waixel

Gold Coast  
goldcoast@a-s-a.com.au  
Chairperson – Anna-Maria Galea 
Vice Chairperson – Julie Cahill 
Committee – Kristy Sanderson, Ebony Hunt

Goulburn Valley 
gv@a-s-a.com.au  
Chairperson – Kathleen Steigenberger 
Secretary – Kristy Thomas 
Treasurer – Anne Snell 
soundeffects news reporter – Kellie 
McKenzie 
Committee – Eileen Brettig, Sandy Hommes, 
Arlene Joyce, Natalie Keane

Illawarra  
illawarra@a-s-a.com.au 
Chairperson – Lauren Dwight 
Vice Chairperson – Tony Chapman 
Secretary – Saheeda Zotter 
Treasurer – Piyal Kitulagodage 
Committee – Simon Otis

Mackay 

Co-chairs – Heidi Croxon, Ainslie Heinke 
Committee – Kimberlee Booth, Amy 
Leigh, Sherida Williams

Moreton Bay  
moretonbay@a-s-a.com.au  
Chairperson – Chris Edwards 
Secretary – Gail Petersen

New South Wales  

nsw@a-s-a.com.au  
Chairperson – Christina Farr 
Secretary – Sarah Skillen 
Trade liaison – Mary McPhail 
Treasurer – Solange Obeid 
Student Member – Michelle Brainwood 
Cardiac representative – Anita Boyd 
Committee – Kelly Basley, Sarah Colley, 
Jane McCrory, Donna Oomens, Leanne 
Purdy, Robyn Tantau, Lucy Taylor

North Queensland  
townsville@a-s-a.com.au 
Chairperson – Jodi Flowers 
Vice Chairperson – Kylie Elmore 
Secretary – Jennifer Jepson 
Treasurer – Bonnie LeFevre 
Committee – Rhianna Weekes

Northern Territory  

nt@a-s-a.com.au  
Co-chairs – Carol Brotherton, Sheree White 
Committee – Helena Lassemillante

Queensland  
qld@a-s-a.com.au  
Chairperson – Tina Hamlyn 
Secretary – Michelle Wilson 
Treasurer – Madonna Burnett 
Trade liaison – Tristan Reddan 
soundeffects news reporter – Heather 
Allen 
Committee – Louise Duffield, Kornelia 
Feredoes, Christopher Gilmore, Toni 
Halligan, Simone Karandrews, Rachel 
Veitch, Rachel Williams

Riverina  
riverina@a-s-a.com.au 
Chairperson – Simone Francis 
Committee – Faith Casley-Porter, Beth 
Cheung, Glen Dean, Karen 
Dorsett, Chantal Goonan, Gordon Reynolds

South Australia  

sa@a-s-a.com.au  
Chairperson – Jessie Childs 
Treasurer – Tim Sawyer 
Committee – Thao Moses, Tony Parmiter

committee

members
Tasmania  
tas@a-s-a.com.au  
Chairperson – Kathy Fenton 
soundeffects news reporter – Craig 
Loosemore 
Committee – Charmayne Allan, William 
Brodribb

Victoria  

vic@a-s-a.com.au  
Chairperson – Resa Lowry 
Secretary – Jenny Parkes 
Treasurer – Amanda Tang 
Trade liaison – Sharon Stafford 
soundeffects news reporter – Kirsten Martin 
Committee – Carolynne Cormack,  

Faye Temple, Emily Connell, Sara Kernick

Wellington 

wellington@a-s-a.com.au 

Chairperson – (Margaret) Lynn McSweeney 

Committee – Sally Brock, Paula Carryer, 

Poonam Leavesley, Deb Mackintosh, 

Steve Mackintosh, Alison Notman

Western Australia  

wa@a-s-a.com.au  

Chairperson – Gail Crawford 

Secretary – Kelly Kinder 

Treasurer – Carla Marcelli 

soundeffects news reporter – Nicole 

Cammack 

Trade liaison – In-suk Cho 

Committee – Carly Bell, Ivana Scaife, 

Natalie Colley, Lani Fairhead, Troy Laffrey, 

Krystie Regnault, Ariana Sorensen

Special Interest Group 
Committees
Joining an ASA Special Interest Group 

(SIG) Committee is a great way to 

advance your professional development 

and share your expertise and experience. 

It is also an excellent way to expand 

your skills and knowledge and exchange 

ideas with other highly experienced 

sonographers from diverse backgrounds 

who are working in the same discipline or 

who have the same special interest.

SIG Musculoskeletal 
Deborah Carmody, Michelle Fenech, 

Sharmaine McKiernan, Ian Stewart, 

Daniel Walkley

SIG Obstetric and Gynaecological 
Jennifer Alphonse, Rachel Cook, Lynda 

Fletcher, Tracey Harrington, Ling Lee, Ann 

Quinton, Fiona Singer

SIG Vascular 
Tony Lightfoot, Anne Pacey, Bronwyn 

Parslow, Jacqui Robinson, Lucy Taylor 

Poster – Greg Curry, Gavin Clifton

SIG Paediatric 
Allison Holley, Leanne Lamborn, Glenda 

McLean, Cain Brockley

SIG Breast 
Alison Arnison, Ramya Gunjur, Frauke 

Lever, Jenny Parkes

SIG Research 

Heidi Croxson, Anna Graves, Ling Lee, 

Afrooz Najafzadeh, Kerry Thoirs

SIG WH&S 
Samantha Brinsmead, Sandy 

Chamberlain, Lynette Hassall, Bernadette 

Mason, Catherine Robinson

SIG Cardiac 

Richard Allwood, Luke Cartwright, 

Julie-Ann Craig, Anthony Forshaw, Holly 

Kapitz, Diane Jackson, Rebecca Perry

Other committees
SIG2015 Sydney Symposium Convening 
Committee 
Erika Cavanagh – Abdominal stream 

Christina Farr – Abdominal stream 

Lisa Hackett – Musculoskeletal stream 

Jennifer Alphonse – Obstetrics and 

Gynaecological stream 

Tracey Harrington – Obstetrics and 

Gynaecological stream 

Vicki Grayndler – Vascular stream 

Elizabeth Pluis – Vascular stream

ASA2016 Melbourne Annual Conference 
Convening Committee 
Faye Temple – Convenor 
Margaret Condon – Scientific Coordinator 
Emily Connell, Carolynne Cormack, 
Lynne Johnson, Jane Keating, Penny 
Kokkinos, Greg Lammers, Frauke Lever, 
Resa Lowry, Jenny Parkes, Judy Wills

Education Advisory Committee 
Richard Allwood, Jennifer Alphonse, 
Peter Coombs, Toni Halligan, Tracey 
Harrington, Jane Keating, Deborah 
Mackintosh

Sonographer Advancement Working Party 
Vicki Ashfield-Smith, James Brooks-
Dowsett, Erika Cavanagh, Stephen Duns, 
Jill Dykstra, Tony Forshaw, Sandhya 
Maranna, Rod McGregor, Tony Parmiter, 

Simon Stanton, Melissa Valle

To contact any of the ASA committees, 
please email admin@a-s-a.com.au

Affiliate members

Society of Diagnostic Medical  
Sonography – SDMS 

2745 N Dallas Pkwy Ste 350,  

Plano TX 75093-4706 USA 

P: +1 214 473 8057 

F: +1 214 473 8563 

W: http://www.sdms.org

Sonography Canada/Échographie Canada 

PO Box 1220 Kemptville,  

ON K0G IJ0 Canada 

P: +1 888 273 6746 

F: +1 888 743 2952 

W: http://www.csdms.com

committee

members

If you have a profile on Facebook, you can 
connect with the ASA by following our ASA 
Facebook page.

Like us on 
Facebook!

We want to 
hear from you
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corporate

members

As the peak body and leading 
voice for sonographers, the 
ASA leads our profession 
in delivering excellence 
in sonography for the 
community.

Our core objectives are to:

 � to be a world leader in 
providing sonographer 
education and research

 � promote and advocate 
the highest possible 
professional standards

 � enhance the role of 
the profession as the 
registered experts in 
medical sonography

 � provide exceptional 
member value

 � organisational excellence 
as a professional 
association.

ASA Office
PO Box 356
Dingley Village Vic 3172
Australia

P +61 3 9552 0000 
F +61 3 9558 1399
W www.a-s-a.com.au

Membership and 
insurance enquiries 
should be directed to: 

Membership Coordinator
Carly McDougall
members@a-s-a.com.au

Ashmed Pty Ltd 
Matt Hackett 
T: 1300 680 898 / +61 3 9514 3499 
E: admin@ashmed.com.au 
W: www.ashmed.com.au

Aussie Locums 
Nichole Fitzgerald 
T: +61 7 4031 9991 
E: nichole@aussielocums.com.au 
W: www.aussielocums.com.au

Australian School of Medical Imaging 
Veronika Machacek 
T: +61 2 9482 8711 
E: admin@asmi.edu.au 
W: www.asmi.edu.au

Choice Accreditation Service 
Nicole Walton 
T: +61 419 953 199 
E. nicole@choiceaccreditationservices 

.com.au 
W: www.choiceaccreditiationservices 

.com.au

Choice One Meditemp 
Brett van Grootel 
T: +61 8 9215 3888 
E: brett@choiceone.com.au 
W: www.choiceone.com.au

Coastal Medical Imaging 
Sean O’Connor 
T: +61 7 5413 5000 
E: info@coastalxray.com.au 
W: www.coastalxray.com.au

CQ University 
Anita Bowman 
T: +61 7 4923 2244 
E: a.bowman@cqu.edu.au 
W: www.cquni.edu.au

Cruitier 
Marcus Gyles 
T: +61 (0)404 880 550 
E: marcus@cruitier.com 
W: www.cruitier.com.au

Curtin University 
Louise Deshon 
T: +61 8 9266 3550 
E: l.deshon@curtin.edu.au 
W: www.curtin.edu.au

Fujifilm SonoSite Australasia Pty Ltd 
Tara Cullen 
T: +61 2 9479 0400 
E: tara.cullen@sonosite.com 
W: www.sonosite.com

GE Healthcare Australia Pty Ltd 
Matt Tucker 
T: +61 2 9846 4000 
E: matt.tucker@ge.com 
W: www.gehealthcare.com

Global Health Source Pty Ltd 
Joanna Calder 
T: +61 8 9227 0822 
E: ghs@globalhealth.com.au 
W: www.globalhealth.com.au

Gold Coast Heart Centre 
Natasha Wendland 
T: +61 7 5531 1833 
E: pm@gchc.com.au 
W: www.gchc.com.au

Healthcare Imaging Services 
Margaret Chalker 
T: +61 (0)401 132 743 
E: margaret.chalker@healthcareimaging 

.com.au 
W: www.healthcareimaging.com.au

Heartwise Pty Ltd 
Yuli Willis 
T: +61 (0)419 375 496 
E: yuliwillis@gmail.com 
W: www.heartwise.me

Horizon Radiology 
Karen Wallis 
T: +64 027 556 2627 
E: karen.wallis@horizonradiology.co.nz 
W: www.horizonradiology.co.nz

Imaging Associates Group 
Sophia Hill 
T: +61 3 9899 2502 
E: shill@imaginassociates.net.au 
W: www.imagingassociates.net.au

I-MED Network 
Sileana Cochrane 
T: +61 2 8274 1006 
E: sileana.cochrane@i-med.com.au 
W: www.i-med.com.au

Julie Warner Health 
Caroline McAree 
T: +61 437 405 130  
E: caroline@jwhealth.com.au 
W: www.jwhealth.com.au

Lantheus Medical Imaging 
Sean Mallini 
T: +61 2 8883 2756 
E: sean.mallini@lantheus.com 
W: www.lantheus.com

Medical Synergies 
Ross Horley 
T: +61 (0)450 606 858 
E: info@medicalsynergies.com.au 
W: www.medicalsynergies.com.au

Meditron Pty Ltd 
Michael Fehrmann 
T: +61 3 9879 6200 
E: michaelf@meditron.com.au 
W: www.meditron.com.au

Mindray Medical  
Michelle Meurs 
T: +61 (0)455 332 400 
E: stevem.meurs@mindray.com 
W: www.mindray.com

Pacific Radiology Limited  
Steve Mackintosh 
T: +64 027 576 9322 
E: steve.mackintosh@prg.co.nz 
W: www.pacificradiology.co.nz

Perth Cardiovascular Institute 
Reza Barzegari 
T: +61 8 6314 6856 
E: reza@perthcardio.com.au 
W: www.perthcardio.com.au

Philips Healthcare  
Shelley O’Sullivan 
T: +61 2 9947 0056 
E: shelley.osullivan@philips.com 
W: www.healthcare.philips.com

Quantum Healthcare 
John Walstab 
T: +61 413 211 183 
E: tmares@qhealthcare.com.au 
W: www.qhealthcare.com.au

Queensland University of Technology 
Colleen Cleary 
T: +61 7 3138 5577 
E: ejournals@qut.edu.au 
W: www.library.qut.edu.au

Queensland X-ray 
Patrick Meehan 
T: +61 7 3422 8800 
E: patrick.meehan@qldxray.com.au 
W: www.qldxray.com.au

Sellars Insurance Agency Pty Ltd 
Warwick Sellars 
T: +61 3 5981 4810 
E: warwick@nursewise.com.au 
W: www.nursewise.com.au

Siemens 
Stephen Page 
T: +61 2 9491 5449 
E: stephen.page@siemens.com 
W: www.siemens.com

SIMTICS Limited 
Cherry Vanderbeke 
T: +64 9200 3633 
E: cherry.vanderbeke@simtics.com 
W: www.simitcs.com

Sono’s Safety in the Workplace 
Bernie Mason 
T: +61 411 134 530 
E: berniemason59@gmail.com

The Bambach Saddle Seat Pty Ltd 
Sue Johnston 
T: +61 2 8966 4800 
E: sjohnston@bambach.com.au 
W: www.bambach.com.au

Toshiba Australia Pty Ltd 
Queenie Northey 
T: 1300 655 155 
E: qnorthey@toshiba-tap.com 
W: www.medical.toshiba.com.au

Whiteley Diagnostic 
Paul Whiteley 
T: +61 2 9641 2888 
E: paul.whiteley@whiteleydiagnostic 

.com.au 
W: www.whiteleydiagnostic.com.au

THE 23RD ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE AUSTRALASIAN SONOGRAPHERS ASSOCIATION 
Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre, 13–15 May 2016

ASA2016 
MELBOURNE
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